~ The Vojvodina Movement
INTERNATIONAL
RELATIONS COUNCIL

We are convinced that all those involved in international political, economical, cultural and other issues
concerning South Eastern Europe are working with goodwill and with aim to support the whole process
of democratization and opening of the FR of Y ugoslaviaor some of itsparts. Therefore we are addressing
to your kind attention the document dealing with important, sensitive and interesting matter - Statement
of the International Relations Council of the Vojvodina Movement concerning Stability Pact for South
Eastern Europe.

The Vojvodina Movement is NOT just another organisation at the complex, dynamic and sometime
chaotic scene of the Yugoslav political and socia life. Rather new, this Movement is really unique
appearance, nearly the phenomenon. Born as association of political parties and non-governmental
organizations, The Movement now comprises of 12 parties and NGOs and many directly involved
reputable individuals. It has several dozens of local organizations (committees) in many cities and towns
of Vojvodina and several regional and other committees.

The Vojvodina Movement is unique also due to some other facts. It isthe only organization with ethical
code and only organization without (pre)dominant |eader(s).

The main orientation of the Movement istoward democratic, based on the rights of all people and ethnic
groups Autonomous Province of Vojvodina in the frame of democratic Serbia and Yugoslavia. Such
Province shall be pointed to Europe and shall benefit from its historical heritage, from its geographical
position and its multinational, multi-religious and multi-cultural tradition.

Having this in mind, the International Relations Council, one of the permanent organs of the Political
Council of the Movement has prepared and organized a comprehensive deliberation on the issue crucial
for all citizensof Vojvodinaand all organizationsinit - on the place and role of VVojvodinain the Stability
Pact for South Eastern Europe.

The Statement of the International Relations Council concerning Stability Pact for South Eastern Europe
and Vojvodina as an Autonomous Province and a European Region follows this Introductory Notes.
The document, as well as this Note are al'so available for downloading in well-spread PDF format.
Should any of distinguished readers prefer other format, we will be pleased to submit it by e-mail or fax
in any of the following formats: RTF, TXT, PDF, WordPerfect, Word)

We will be pleased to answer your inquiries and to be in contact with you.

Y ou may simply click on nice visio mundi icon on this page or contact either of the following addressees

Zivan Berisavljevic

Chairman, Int’| Relations Council, Vojvodina Movement Bul. M. Pupina 20/11, 21000 Novi Sad
Vojvodina Y ugoslavia

Tel/fax: +381 (21) 420354

Mirko S. Mandrino

Vice Chairman, Int’| Relations Council, Vojvodina Movement P O Box 14, 26000 Pancevo
Vojvodina Y ugoslavia

Tel/fax: +381 (13) 346 444 E-mail: mandrino@panet.bits.net

Respectfully submitted,
Mirko S Mandrino
Vice Chairman, Int’| Relations Council
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The Vojvodina Movement
INTERNATIONAL
RELATIONS COUNCIL

STATEMENT OF THE INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS COUNCIL
CONCERNING
STABILITY PACT FOR SOUTH EASTERN EUROPE AND
VOJVODINA AS AN AUTONOMOUS PROVINCE AND A EUROPEAN REGION

The International Relations Council of the Vojvodina Movement had a discussion on the subject
"Stability pact for South-Eastern Europe and Vojvodina as an autonomous province and a European
region” onits session held on 21 August 1999. Apart from the members of this Council — representatives
of the organisations forming V ojvodina movement as well as the leaders of the movement, a significant
contribution to thediscussion on the extended session of the Council wasmadeby former foreign ministers
of Yugodavia, Mr Milos Minic and Mr llija Djukic, as well as other experts on international affairs,
businessmen and others involved in this complicated matter, all of them friends of the Vojvodina
movement.

The Council has evaluated the initiative for forming and accepting of this Pact as an act of long-
lasting and strategic importance for the future development of South-East Europe and the European
continent as awhole. By this pact — for the first time and eventually — Balkan is accepted and treated as
an integral part of modern Europe.

The Council has concluded with great worry that the Federal Republic of Yugodavia, i.e. Republic
of Serbia, dueto the catastrophic policy of Slobodan Milosevic'sregime, remained out of thisPact, which
will have far-reaching consequences on future development and position of all countries, peoples and
regionsand all citizensin the area of South-East Europe. If there were not other reasons, this only would
be enough to urgently change the harmful and despotic regime, its conceited and wrong goals and its
notorious protagonists and their unfortunate policy.

Regretfully, the Council has noticed that the creators of this Pact, at least until now, have totally
ignored the specific importance and interests of Vojvodina asit is—in many geopolitical, historic, geo-
economic, demographic, cultural, civil and other characteristics — an authentic European region.

The Council will not standidly by, and the V ojvodinamovement will not accept the views by which
it is most natural the Vojvodina should be the only constitutional part of the former Socialist Federal
Republic of Yugoslavia whose highly autonomous status was among first to be taken away by the
centralised and unitarian regime of Milosevic, whose faith does not seem to be of any interest to modern
Europe and the international community as a whole. Therefore, the Council calls on all the European
countriesand other international factors, and especially the most deserving for the creating of the Pact and
the ones responsible for its implementing, to find specific ways to adjoin Vojvodina, as one of the most
specific and richest in resources European Region in South Europe, to all the programmes and institutions
of this Pact. That is of highest importance to be politically accepted and practically secured at this very
beginning of its existence, asit was done in the cases of Montenegro and Kosovo.

Forcefully annulled autonomy and all the historic collectiverights of V ojvodinaand the nationsand
citizens living in it, as Council sees it, have to be given back to them. Democratic struggle for them in
Vojvodinaitself isevery day growing into awider movement for full and really constitutional autonomy
of the Province. That isvisible to Europe and the world, hopefully, or should beif it is not the case at the
moment. Or maybe they think that in VVojvodina also the crisis should be brought to such an extent of the

lof 2



bloodshed which we witnessed already in Bosnia and most recently in Kosovo, before the international
community will start taking notice and positions towards it.

The Council has agreed to until Vojvodinaregains its constitutional autonomous status, objective
and to thefull extent acceptable to its ungquestionabl e regional specificity, autonomist and other truly and
original Vojvodinaspolitical forcesmust doall that isintheir power to strengthenitspolitical subjectivity.
Therefore, the Council recommends all parts of Vojvodina movement and its collective members and
individualsin it to help to form aunified regional institution of Vojvodinafor cooperation of Vojvodina
with the makersand institutions of the Pact for stability of South-East Europe. That al so means systematic
and planned activities on forming branches of all European and other nongovernmental organisationsin
V ojvodina, intensive and much more systematic relations of the political organisationsof Vojvodinawith
relevant European and international factorsaswell asafar more successful international promotion of the
gods, intentions and interests of Vojvodina as aregion.

The Council calls on the Coordination council of the political parties and other subscribers who
signed the document "Proposal for the autonomy of Vojvodina', the newly formed National Council and
al other government and nongovernmental organisations of the Hungarian and other minorities of
Vojvodina and all the ethnic groups, all opposition members of parliaments and local councils who
support the autonomy of Vojvodinato support and help thisinitiative and together identify all possible
projects which could help to bring Vojvodina, with its complex long-term political, economic,
development and other interests, to join in the work of the Regional Round Table and other parts of the
Pact's mechanism. The Council highly respects the initial suggestions for different actions which were
aready presented at this session.

Legitimate joining in all the projects, mechanisms and policy of the Pact is of crucia interest of
Vojvodinaaswell as of South-East Europe. And in thisway, Vojvodinawould give its own real help to
the tendencies of including Y ugoslaviainto this Pact, as well as Serbia, asits largest region and federal
part.

The council has agreed that only in Serbia fully and permanently integrated into Europe can
V ojvodinaagain become and stay its highly autonomousintegral part. That fact, that condition, should be
much more respected by all European and other relevant factorsin the international community, as well
asall thepolitical forcesof Serbiaand Y ugodlavia, if they do not want to have, in adue course, Vojvodina
as anew and dangerous critical point in these parts.

President of The International relations Council
of the Vojvodina Movement

Zivan Berisavljevic (s)
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